T he 1L9th Year of .

Newsletter of the 48th Alabama Infantry Reenactors

“Whata you do when see the blue??!!”

On Saturday, January 27th at 11:00 a.m. the 48th will be
conducting it's annual business meeting. The meeting will
likely last until about 2:00 p.m.

The location of the meeting will be in the conference
room of the Ryan's steakhouse in Fort Payne, Alabama.
Ryan’'s is located just off of 1-59 at the Hwy 35 exit #218.
Please see the map in thisissue for further details.

At the meeting, the 48th will discuss old business, new
business, discuss and vote on the 2007 event schedule and
hold elections for company officers. If you have anything
you would like to put on the agenda, especially on upcom-
ing events, please contact Terry Hancock or Phil
McWilliams with the information. You can also put items
on the agenda at the meeting.

Having the meeting at Ryan’s will require that some us
purchase a meal but that should not be much of problem but
please do not fedl that you are obliged to purchase ameal in
order to attend the meeting.

As of January 1<t, annual dues of $12.00 per family are
due and should be remitted in the enclosed envelope before
the end of January. To make Phil’s job easier at the an-
nual business meeting everyone is encourage to mail
their dues rather than giving them to Phil at the meet-
ing. Some people paid their dues at the last event so disre-
gard the enclosed envelope if you are one them.

In a change from previous years (see Year in Review),
all checks or money orders should be made out to the “48th
Alabama Infantry”. Please note that if the Adjutant has
not received your 2007 dues before the next issue goesto
pressin February, thiswill be your last 2006 issue. The
subject of paying dues in atimely manner was discussed in
the last issue and at our last event so everyone should be
aware of how important thisis.

It was good to see all who attended the Missionary
Ridge event Nov. 3-4. Thanks for supporting the company
on our last event of the year. It has been a very good year
for the company. We have seen much growth over the past
year, with 10 new recruits falling in with us at some point.
Many at the same time and for multiple events.

New recruits included: Steven Glenn (10 events), Caleb
Benefield (8 events), Matt Strickland (4 events), Andrew
Baker (4 events), Robert Hollingsworth (2 events), Matt
Sharp (2 events), Zack Summerford (2 events), Steven
Roughton (1 event), Randy Webb (1 event), and first time
with a rifle Matthew Willingham. Steven and Caleb have
become veterans in only one season! Top notch soldiers! If
you have access to Excel, the attachment is a list of partici-
pation for thew company.

The Battalion meeting will be sometime in January.
Company meeting will be shortly afterward. Late Jan. or
early Feb. Be thinking about Company officers and events
for next season.

The National Civil War Show and Sale will be Dec. 2nd
in Nashville. If you haven't been, it is well worth seeing. It's
billed as the largest in the world, three football fields worth
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of tables. Sutlers are on hand for supplies including some
very authentic vendors. | and some others plan to go. If
anyone elseisinterested, we can follow each other up.

Y our Obedient Servant
T. Hancock
Commander

48th ALA INF

# 9

WHAT A YEAR! 2006 has been very good to the 48th.
We were able to field a company at all events. We have
seen many new faces throughout the year, and have seen
several of our senior members come back and join the
ranks. The growth of our unit has been seen by all and has
created excitement with all our members. Even the HGB
made note of this at our battalion meeting. On Sunday
morning at our last event for the year, members of the 48th
went over along list of items that needed attention. First on
the list was a new location for our yearly meeting. The cost
of renting the building at Noccalula is getting deep in our
pockets, so a new location is being looked for. We also
talked about what to do about our upcoming elections. Cpt.
Terry Hancock, was voted to the HGB staff as Mgjor. This
could leave a opening for company captain. If no one step
up to fill the spot, we may elect a 1st and 2nd Lt. and let
them fill the shoes at HGB max events. During the HGB
elections Saturday evening all max events were voted on.
They will be several new events in hopes this will bring out
our senior members.

The 48th has set up a checking account, from now on,
no checks will be made out to me. They will be made out to
the 48th Alabama. Terry, Caeb and myself are on the
checks, we are authorized signers for this account. We aso
set up adeadline for due to be paid. It is January 31 of each
year. If you have renewed, after this date you will not re-
ceive a newsletter. We are going to start a battle report that
our corp. will submit to The Fortykin. A Corpora will be
chosen at each event to write this report. We also need to
update our recruiting information. Pvt. Bill McCormick has
the forms we have been using but if someone wants to de-
sign anew one feel free. In the past the 48th has been doing
memorial services throughout our community. It is a honor
to do a service for areal soldier, but we have slowed down
with this the last couple of years. If we don't remember
these guys no one else will. Thisis also a good way to re-
cruit new members. Several members of the 48th have been
recruit this way. If anyone ask about doing a memorial ser-
vice please get their name and number then let Terry, my-
self or Bill know. We would also like to see some of our
ladies back in our camps. This helps to make our unit fam-
ily oriented. There are several other items on the agenda, a
living history and a camp of instructions to name a few.
Like | said this has been a great year for the 48th. Keep up

all the hard work.

Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year to al!
Y our obedient servant,

Phillip McWilliams
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At the recent Missionary Ridge event, the Hardee Guard
held it’s annual elections and the results were as follows:

Colond:  Shane Smith (45th Alabama)
Lt. Col: Richard Russell (34th Georgia)
Major: Terry Hancock (48th Alabama)

Adjutant: Jim Finch (45th Alabama)
Sgt. Major: Doug Culpepper (37th Georgia)

Terry stated at Missionary Ridge that he plansto remain
active in leading, promoting and growing the 48th. How-
ever, the senior officers in the 48th should expect more re-
sponsihilities in commanding the 48th, especially at battal-
ion events.

As they promised at the 2005 battalion election, Lt. Col
Jim Lawrence and Sergeant Major Doug Coleman declined
to run for office but vowed to be with usin the ranks in the
years to come.

Before the elections, there was a lengthy discussion of
possible events for 2007. What resulted was a rough sched-
ule of the likely events for the Hardee Guard, pending the
upcoming battalion meeting in Chickamauga.

Shiloh, TN

Selma, AL or McDowell, VA
Mill Springs, KY

Missionary Ridge (AL)

There was tie on the Selma and McDowell events.
Selma has been discussed severa timesin the past as a pos-
sible battalion events but has always been eliminated as the
schedule got whittled down to the usual 4 or 5 events.

McDowell is a campaigner style, by invitation only, event
the 48th (and also the HGB) has an invite to.

(Continued on page 3)
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The following is run down of many upcoming events
for 2007. Some have aready risen to the top as front-
runners and there are a few dark horse events included as
well. If it is known that the HGB or member unit is attend-
ing an event, that has been noted.

Jan 20-21 Annual Brooksville Raid
Brooksville, Florida

Feb 16-18 Battle of Olustee

Olustee, Florida

Feb 23-25 Battle of Aiken (34th GA)

Aiken, South Carolina

May 19-20 Battle of Resaca

Resaca, Georgia

March 14-16  Battle of Shiloh (HGB)
Shiloh, Tennessee

http://www.battl eof shil ohreenactment.com

March 23-25  Siege at Bridgeport
Bridgeport, Alabama

http://www.s egeofbridgeport.com/

April 12-15 Battle of Selma (HGB?)
Selma, Alabama

http://www.battl eof sel ma.com/

May 4-6 McDowell 1862 (HGB?)
McDowell, Virginia
http://mwww.battleof mcdowell.org/
May 5-6 Forrest-Streight Raid
Blountsville, Alabama

Battle of Bean's Station
Rutledge, Tennessee
http://www.ritterfarms.com

May 11-13

Aug Battle of Richmond
Richmond, Kentucky

Battle of Tunnel Hill
Tunnel Hill, Georgia

Sept 7-9

Sept 14-16 145th Battle of Sharpsburg

Harpers Ferry, Virginia

Sept 28-29 Battle of Mill Springs (HGB)
Mill Springs, Kentucky
http://mww.millsprings.

net/2007nat_reenact.htm

Oct 14-16 Battle of Blue Springs
Mosheim, Tennessee

battleofbluesprings.com

November Battle of Missionary Ridge

Henagar, Alabama

Battles for the Arsenal
Tallassee, Alabama

November

% * +
March 16-18th

As noted earlier in this issue, the 48th and Hardee
Guard will likely be attending the Shiloh reenactment.
Therefore, Lt McWilliams is in the process of collecting
preregistration fees for this event.

Registration for this event is currently $10.00 per person
and Phil would like to send in his first batch of registrations
by the end of the month. If you like, you can send the Shi-
loh registration in with your dues (one check is fine) and
enclose a note saying who you are registering. Y ou can also
register with Phil at the January 27th meeting.

For more information on the Shiloh event, you can visit
their website at:

http://www.battl eof shil ohreenactment.com/
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by
Corpora Wiley Murphree

It was a cold November night in the year of our lord
1863 when our men from the 23" Kentucky bedded down
at the foot of Missionary Ridge in the valley near the im-
portant railway center of Chattanooga. We were tired from
our long march to our campsite that night. Many men had
fallen out along the roadsides earlier in the day, and we all
wondered when our unit would be on the field in our en-
tirety. Friday in the twilight is when we reached our camp-
site. Captain Hancock told us before “Tattoo” was played
that there would be hell to pay if the boys in the company
did not arrive the next morning. It was no time before the
men in our unit were fast asleep, encircling the campfire to
keep the chill from getting the better of us. In the morning,
just after dawn, men from our unit arrived.

We all knew that Saturday’s battle would be rough be-
cause those boys from Dixie had the high ground overlook-
ing our position. We had been having trouble in Chatta-
nooga ever since those Graybacks nearly cut al our sup-
plies off after our setback at Chickamauga. With Grant in
command now, we figured we had a good chance of taking
those heights. Confederate skirmishers were in the field in
front of us at the foot of the ridge to feel us out. Half of our
army headed to meet these men and the cavalry flanked
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them easily, pushing them back. There was a smaller hill
due east of Missionary Ridge we needed to take before we
could focus our attention on Missionary Ridge.

We all seemed alittle jumpy at a fight since it had been
awhile since we were in action with the Rebs. Our men
emerged from the woods to surprise the Rebs. We formed a
line of battle, giving a few hurrahs to keep the momentum
up as we headed toward a gentle slope filled with a few bat-
teries of artillery and a detachment of rebel infantry. Shot
and shell filled the air as we advanced on the position. We
advanced dowly and deliberately, stopping to fire a volley
now and then until the captain gave the command to
“charge!” the enemy, the colors went forward, and we
rushed the rebel position on the double quick. Billy and
Johnny were hit just before we went up the slope, having
been hit by the deadly shrapnel from one of the cannons.
Our band of brothers could not stop the attack for these two
brave souls, but had to press the Rebs. The Johnnies that
did not surrender were killed in the melee that followed.

The company realigned itself to face the daunting
ridges to our front at Missionary Ridge. In the distance, the
crescent moon could be seen flying on a flagstaff. The
hearts of the company soon sank when seeing this. The
company would have to face the “Stonewall of the West”.
Captain Hancock knew the only way to take the position
was by maneuvering around the flank of on the ridge. Sgt.
Carlyle went with Caleb, Dylan, Luke, Gary, and others to
our right to spread out the Rebels. | believe the men under
Sgt. Carlyle could have gone to Atlanta had he been prop-
erly supported during the advance, but the other squad in
our company was stalled to the * front. The ridge was
rocky and the Rebels gave up ground sowly. Our boys
were stalled on the ridge, and we would give up ground to
only gain it back. Captain Hancock suffered a wound, and
command was passed to Lt. McWilliams during this time.
There was some confusion during the transfer of command
and some more men were shot as the Rebels moved down
the ridge to drive us off. | could hear the cries of the
wounded all around me. | helped Steven up from the
ground after a spent shell hit him. Then the order was
given to retreat and as best we could we helped the
wounded back to camp thus ending the battle for us. | un-
derstand some boys on our right were able to take Lookout
Mountain with General Hooker’s men from the Army of the
Potomac, which had been transferred west to help our be-
leaguered army.

That night the boys in the unit marched down the road
to break open some barrels of crackers from the quarter-
master’s wagons. We had to wait a good while due to the
large numbers of people fighting for those supplies. A local
Southern Belle walked from her house to meet us at the
wagons. She asked us where we grew up. We told her
Kentucky and alleviated any fears she had about us burning
her home down. We told her to watch out for deserters
from either army because they seemed to cause most dam-
age. The boysin the unit had afondness for east Tennessee
people due to their Union sympathies. It did not take long
once we got the food to finish our cracker barrel adventure.
The next morning Sgt. Carlyle provided some entertainment

in the morning by playing his guitar. Some of the boys
sang along as he played helping break the tedious camp at-
mosphere. Also, Sgt. Carlyle showed some of the boys the
value of learning from the Negroes. The Sgt. displayed a
unique way of playing checkers he had learned from them.
| think he must have picked this up from the many Negro

(Continued on page 5)
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families that have followed our line of march as we passed
through Tennessee.

Sunday’s battle took the company up Missionary Ridge
as one army. Genera Grant had not ordered us forward but
we wanted to lick the after our thrashing at Chickamauga.
We were going to take that ridge and drive those people off
giving bully for Bragg. The Rebels were greatly weakened
immediately due to us attacking some who were at the foot of
the ridge. Casualties were very light during this attack, and
they gave us little resistance. We were courteous to the cap-
tured and sent them to the rear to be guarded. Soldiers such
as Matt Sharp and Matt Strickland followed Robert and Lynn
in reaching the crest of the hill. For every inch of ground
taken from those we had casualties but not as many as on the
previous day.

In conclusion, we eventualy did take Missionary Ridge,
hoisted our colors on top of the ridge, and the Rebels did
skeedaddle back to Dalton, Ga. for the winter. Faith has been
restored in the army and in our commanders. | eagerly look
forward to our anticipated march through Georgia. | hear
General Sherman will make “Georgia how!” whatever that
means. We have won the battle but the war continues.

Y our obedient servant,
Corpora Murphree
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-It seems that Private Glenn is beginning to tire of his nick-
name “Pecker”. Fortykins of late had been reverting back to
calling him Steven, however, the moniker has now caught on
with the rest of the battalion and even the Colonel felt com-
pelled to ask “Who the h*#& is Pecker??’ at the recent battal-
ion elections.

-Private Luke was witnessed in in prime courting mode with a
certain young lady in “Unreconstructed” .

-Brandon Phillips has not been seen in awhile and may be
working on an Earl Van Dorn impression.

-Corporal Dobbs has been captured by the Japanese and is
being interred at a place called Camp Honda.

-Matt Strickland escaped from the aforementioned camp and
was present for duty at Missionary Ridge.

-Corpora Phillip Smith is simply AWOL and a reward has
been posted for his capture.
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Private Steve Dobbs has a new e-mail address. His Japanese
captors will not permit him any other contact with his pards:

dobbsreb@hughes.net

2nd Sergeant Dwayne Johnson is trapped behind enemy
lines in the Tennessee Valley but he plans to cross the river
when expedient and rejoin the company.

42 Bluebird Lane
Killen, AL 35645
256-757-0198

For...
MEMBERSHIP DUES
ADDRESS CORRECTIONS
Please contact;

Lieutenant Phil McWilliams
P.O. Box 125
Munford, AL 36268
Phone: 256-358-4093
E-Mail: Choochoo6l@cs.com.

For...
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS
Please contact:

Private Bill McCormick
332 County Road 24
Heflin, AL 36264
Home Phone: 256-253-2018
E-mail: Fortykin@ragland.net

For...
FURLOGHS
EXTRA RATIONS
RECRUITING BOUNTYS
Please contact:

Captain Terry Hancock
P.O. Box 95
Section, AL 35771
Phone: 256-228-3202
E-Mail: hancockt2@jackson.k12.al.us )
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