
 
� � � � �� � � �	 
 � � 
 � 
 �

 
Members of the 48th: 
 
      The holidays have gone and we are all looking to the 1st 
event of the season. Shiloh will be a GREAT way to kick of 
the year, but it is going to be a BIG event, with several bat-
tles. Shiloh will test our new officers to the fullest, me in-
cluded. The COI that the 48th will have in Feb. will help to 
remove any rust and help get over the first time jitters. I 
would like for all to keep on sharing the hobby with your 
friends and co-workers, the 48th has grown in the last year 
and we need to keep up the good work. Their are a few sur-
prises that will be happing this year, Bill, Terry and myself 
have talked about a way to create some excitement with the 
unit, and we will let y’all know about it latter, just don©t 
ASK ! I have been hitting the books and studying the com-
mands, as I know, some of you wonder if I can be a good 
captain. I will not let y’all down. Their are several new 
events on the calendars, 1st time for some and only a time 
or two for others. The year holds lots of excitement, let 
have FUN, and remember, this is a Hobby. We do this to 
remember out ancestors, teach history and most of all ....
Have Fun. 
 
See y’all in the field,  
Capt. McWilliams 
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      At the recent 48th business meeting, it was decided that the 
48th would conduct a camp of instruction on the weekend of Feb-
ruary 24th.  Unfortunately, after an e-mail was sent out seeing who 
all were planning to attend, it has been decided that the 48th will 
not be able to muster enough people to have a meaningful camp of 
instruction.  
      It has been suggested that those wanting to participate in a C.
O.I. consider the one being hosted by the 14th Alabama Infantry 
on the same weekend. They have been conducting one for  several 
years now and have a detailed program planned.  
      Please see the article in this issue for more information and 
directions. 
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Gentlemen and Ladies, 
      It is with a very sad heart that I must inform you that our dear 
comrade, Lt. Col. Richard Russell’s, wife Mrs. Debra Russell has 
passed away suddenly this day in the year of our Lord, 2007. 
      As many of you know she has been ill for some time now, but 
has gone to be with her Lord and suffers no more! I do not know 
of any of the arrangements as of this time, but I will certainly keep 
you posted as I learn of them! In the meantime, please keep Rich-
ard and his family in your prayers. 
 
Shane Smith 
Col. Cmdg. 
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      The  48th held it’s annual business meeting on January 27th at 
the Ryan’s in Fort Payne. 
      Major Terry Hancock chaired the meeting, which began 
shortly after 11:00 a.m. after everyone had fixed their lunch. Lt. 
McWilliams gave the minutes from last years meeting and also 
gave a treasurer’s report. After Phil’s report, Private Bill McCor-
mick gave a brief presentation discussing the uniforms that Mrs. 
John is making for the 48th, current prices and the upcoming Co-
lumbus Depot jacket project.   
      After a break, the matter of the 2007 schedule was deliberated 
and the results are as follow: 
 
February 24-25       48th CAMP OF INSTRUCTION     
March 16-18           145th BATTLE OF SHILOH 
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April 6                    SYLVANIA SCHOOL PROGRAM      
April 7                    BUTTRAM MEMORIAL 
April 14-15             BATTLE OF SELMA   
May 6-7                  McDOWELL, VA 
May 26-27              BATTLE FOR TANNEHILL IRONWORKS 
September 7-9        BATTLE OF TUNNEL HILL, GA 
September 28-30    BATTLE OF MILL SPRINGSPRINGS,  KY 
October. ?               FORT HARKER LIVING HISTORY 
November 3-4         BATTLE OF MISSIONARY RIDGE 
November 9-11       BATTLE FOR THE ARMORY 
December ?            JACKSONVILLE CHRISTMAS PARADE 
 
      After the schedule had been set, another break was taken. The 
next and final order of business was the election of officers for 
2007 and the results were as follows: 

 
      Captain:   Phil McWilliams  
      1st Lt.:      Gary Carlyle  
      1st Sgt.:    Wiley Murphree  
      2nd Sgt.    Nathan Miles  
      Corp.        Lynn Smith  
      Corp.        Dylan Nelson  
      Corp.        Steven Glenn  
      Corp./Adj.  Caleb Benefield  
 
      At various times during the meeting, usually just before or 
after a break, drawings were held for door prizes. Also Major Han-
cock gave out several certificates recognizing various individuals 
for their outstanding attendance during the year. The meeting ad-
journed just before 3:00 p.m. 
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����As of February 15th, the deadline for preregistration for Shi-
loh has passed. However, if you are planning on attending you can 
notify the Adjutant (Caleb Benefield) that you are attending and 
he can  send a list of names to the event hosts. If your name is on 
the list, they will collect the $10.00 registration fee at the event. If 
you name is not on the list, you will be charged a $15.00 walk-on 
registration fee.  
      The event host would like an accurate estimate of those at-
tending so please do not contact Caleb unless you are absolutely 
sure you will be attending. Complete event info will be in the 
March issue. 
      Caleb’s contact info is on page 5 of this issue. For more infor-
mation on the Shiloh event, please visits their web site at: 

www.battleofshilohreenactment.com 
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A Brief Examination 

       
      At the recent 48th meeting, I was having a conversation 
with Christopher Young about uniform fabrics, primarily 
about the differences between jean, cassimere and satinet, 
all of which were used for uniforms during the war. Neither 
if us were well versed in these different fabrics so this arti-
cle will attempt to shed light on what these materials were. 

      In doing my research, I learned that there are three basic 
types of weaves, regardless of what type of material is be-
ing woven. Even though there are just three basic types of 
weaves, these can be woven into many different configura-
tions. The names jean, cassimere and satinet are simply de-

scriptions of how the material is woven.  

     When fabric is woven, the vertical strands are called the 
warp and the horizontal strands the weft As the horizontal 
wefts are woven, the number of warps they go over and un-
der can vary. The pattern that is woven is usually expressed 
as a ratio, such 1 / 1,  2 / 1,  2 / 2 etc. 

      The most basic kind of weave is called a plain weave, or tabby 
(Fig 1).  This is the type of weave used on things such as coat lin-
ings, broadcloth, and cheesecloth. The weave consists of each weft 
strand going over and under each warp strand or a 1 /1 weave. 
Plain woven fabrics usually use the same fibers for the warp and 
the weave. Even if different fibers are used, the 1 / 1 weave results 
in the fabric looking the same from either side. 

      The next type of weave is called twill and is applied to both 
jean  and to cassimere, each having a slightly different weave. The 
jean that most of us are familiar with is called a 2/1 twill, meaning 
that each weft of wool crosses above two warps of cotton, goes 

under one warp of cotton before again crossing above two warps 
of cotton. This results in the face of jean showing twice as much 
wool as cotton while the bottom side is the opposite, with twice as 
much cotton showing. All twills stagger the crossings of the wefts 
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(Continued on page 3) 

Fig. 1-A plain fabric with a 1/1 weave. Note the equal distribution 
of black wefts and gray warps. 

Fig. 2-A twill with 2/1 weave, also known as jean. Note how the 
2/1 twill results in twice as much black weft showing as opposed 
to the gray warp. Also, the diagonal lines are another character-
istic of a twill. 

 



and warps, resulting in the familiar diagonal pattern common to 
twills (Fig. 2).   Jean was originally an all cotton fabric but by the 
18th century it was being woven with a cotton warp and wool weft. 
Because of the 2/1 weave, jean is often call an unbalanced twill.  

      Cassimere (Fig. 3), on the other hand, is made with a 2/2 
weave, with each with two wool wefts crossing over two cotton 
warps, under two cotton warps and again over two cotton warps. 
Because of the 2/2 weave (balanced) cassimere appears the same 
from both sides. During the war, both jean and cassimere were 
used almost interchangeably for depot uniforms. Many of the in-
voices sent to the Richmond Depot from the mills show jean and 
cassimere lumped together and priced the same, indicating that 
both fabrics likely consisted of the same yarns, with only the 
weave being different. Both jean and cassimere were durable fab-
rics and well suited for making uniforms for field service.  

      The third type of weave is called a satin weave and it’s pur-
pose was to was to give a fabric a very smooth finish (such as a 
modern satin night gown) or to make the fabric look like a more 
expensive fabric. In the case of 19th century uniforms, a satinet 
was a wool weft/cotton warp fabric usually in a 4/1, 5/1 6/1 or 
even 8/1 weave (Fig. 4). In other words, each wool weft would 
cross above 4 to 8 cotton warps before going under only one cot-
ton warp. This resulted in a fabric that looked like 100%  wool 
when actually it was nearly half cotton (the underside would look 
like 100% cotton). The downside to a satinet is that because the 
wool wefts only go under every 4th to 8th warp, the fabric is inher-
ently weak and the wefts are easily snagged. For this reason, sati-
net was typically only used for officer’s frocks or other dress 
coats. It was entirely unsuitable for trousers or anything subject 
heavy wear. 
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������ The 48th now has a pattern and material on hand for the pro-
duction of Columbus Depot pattern shell jackets.  These jackets 
were used extensively in the Army of Tennessee and may have 
even been issued to some units of the Army of Northern Virginia. 
      The version that we will be producing is based on the 
“Weller”  example being produced by many reputable makers. The 
Weller jacket is a Type I jacket, with no exterior pocket and either 
one or two interior pockets. The lining will be of plain cotton os-
naburg, the cuffs of natural dyed kersey from Ben Tart and the 
buttons will be English script I. The button holes and all visible  
top stitching will be done my hand. The cost should be $85.00. 
      While our jacket is considered a Type I, many feel that this 
designation has more to do with these jackets possibly being made 
at depots other than Columbus. In other words, there very well 
could have been early war Type II’s and late war Type I’s. There 
is  evidence that Columbus Depot jackets may have been issued as 
early as November 1862 and they were widely issued from early 
1863 until the end of the war. 

      While we do have a pattern for this jacket, we also have made 
available to our seamstress an excellent example from Cotton City 
Tailors which will help with working out the details of this jacket.  
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(Continued from page 2) 

Fig. 3-Another twill with a 2/2 weave, also known as cassimere.  
This balanced twill looks the same from either side and the diago-
nal pattern is more pronounced than with a 2/1 weave. 

Columbus Depot jacket from Cotton City Tailors of Mobile. 
List price: $212.00 

Fig. 4-A satin weave,  also known as satinette. With most of the black 
weft showing, this sample would appear black on one side and gray 

 



� �



� �
 

The Hilliby True Blues 
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Hac kneyville Community Center 

AGENDA SUMMARY 

� Sc hool of the Sold ier    Position - Fac ings - Step  - Alignments - Manua l of Arms - Load ing  & Firing   - 
Sa fety 

� Sc hool of the Company    Forming the Company - Post of Offic ers /  NCO’s -  Marc hing  by the 
Flank - Turns & Wheels  - Stac king  Arms - Skirmish Drill - Guard  Mount - Out Post - Pa trols 

� Sc hool of the Batta lion    Batta lion in Line of Ba ttle - Column and  Line Dep loyments - Ba tta lion Fir-
ings  

OFFICERS & INSTRUCTORS 

� Brig. Gen. Bill Rambo………………Brig. Gen. Bill Rambo………………Brig. Gen. Bill Rambo………………Brig. Gen. Bill Rambo………………School of the OfficerSchool of the OfficerSchool of the OfficerSchool of the Officer    

� Col. Dave Neel……………………..Col. Dave Neel……………………..Col. Dave Neel……………………..Col. Dave Neel……………………..School of the BattalionSchool of the BattalionSchool of the BattalionSchool of the Battalion    

� CaCaCaCapt. Ken McGhee..............................pt. Ken McGhee..............................pt. Ken McGhee..............................pt. Ken McGhee..............................School of the CompanySchool of the CompanySchool of the CompanySchool of the Company    

� 1st Sgt. Scott Campbell.......................1st Sgt. Scott Campbell.......................1st Sgt. Scott Campbell.......................1st Sgt. Scott Campbell.......................School of the CompanySchool of the CompanySchool of the CompanySchool of the Company    

� 2nd Sgt. Ben Thomas...........................2nd Sgt. Ben Thomas...........................2nd Sgt. Ben Thomas...........................2nd Sgt. Ben Thomas...........................School of the Soldier / CompanySchool of the Soldier / CompanySchool of the Soldier / CompanySchool of the Soldier / Company    

� Cpl. Nathan Campbell........Cpl. Nathan Campbell........Cpl. Nathan Campbell........Cpl. Nathan Campbell............................................................................School of the SoldierSchool of the SoldierSchool of the SoldierSchool of the Soldier    

� Cpl. Tim McCurry...............................Cpl. Tim McCurry...............................Cpl. Tim McCurry...............................Cpl. Tim McCurry...............................School of the SoldierSchool of the SoldierSchool of the SoldierSchool of the Soldier    

� Cpl. Chad Spradley..Cpl. Chad Spradley..Cpl. Chad Spradley..Cpl. Chad Spradley..................................................................................................................School of the SoldierSchool of the SoldierSchool of the SoldierSchool of the Soldier    

 

�     AGENDA  -  Saturday, Feb. 24, 2007 

8:00 AM - Opening Remarks and Administration    



8:15 AM –2007 Sc hedule /  Business Meeting (14th ALA.)    

9:00 AM - Break 

9:15 AM - Sc hool of the Sold ier Cpl. Campbell, Cp l. Mc Curry, Cpl. Spradley  Supervised by Sgt. B. Thomas 

Position & Fac ings of the Sold ier - Direc t Step (c ommon time/ quic k time/ double quic k time) - Alignments -  
Manual of Arms - Loading in Nine Times - Firing - Safety 

12:00 PM - Dinner 

1:00 PM - Authentic ity                

2:00 PM - Sc hool of the Company Capt. K.  Mc Ghee - 1st Sgt. S. Campbell -  2nd Sgt. B. Thomas 

Forming the Company - Post of Offic ers /  NCO’s - Counting Two’s - Column of Fours - Battle Line - Marc hing 

by the Flank - Oblique Marc hing - Wheeling  - Turning - Stac king Arms    ----    Skirmish Drill -  Guard Mount - Out 
Post - Patrols        

5:00 PM - End of Day    (Optional c lasses Q & A 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM) 

� AGENDA - Sunday , , , , Feb.  25, 2007    

8:00 AM ---- 11:30 11:30 11:30 11:30 AM Sc hool of the Batta lion – Col. Dave Neel    

Column & Line Deployments - Batta lion in Line of Battle - By the Right or Left of Companies to the Front or 
Rear - Firings - Turns & Wheels  

11:30 AM - Critique of Camp of Instruc tion 

12:00 PM - Company Dismissed 
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For... 
FURLOGHS 

EXTRA RATIONS 
RECRUITING BOUNTYS 

Please contact: 
 

Major Terry Hancock 
P.O. Box 95 

Section, AL  35771 
Phone: 256-228-3202 

E-Mail: hancockt2@jackson.k12.al.us 

For... 
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 

Please contact: 
 

Private Bill McCormick 
332 County Road 24 
Heflin, AL  36264 

Home Phone:  256-253-2018 
E-mail:  fortykin@ragland.net 

For... 
MEMBERSHIP DUES 

ADDRESS CORRECTIONS 
Please contact: 

 
Corporal Caleb Benefield 

1702 Smith Gap Road 
Fort Payne, AL 35967 

256-845-5975 
calebbenefield2000@yahoo.com 
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Newsletter of the 48th Alabama Infantry Reenactors 

332 County Road 24 
Heflin, AL  36264 

DATE EVENT LOCATION PRIORITY 

February 24-25 14th ALA CAMP OF INSTRUCTION HACKNEYVILLE, ALA COMPANY? 

March 16-18 145th BATTLE OF SHILOH SHILOH, TENN HGB/COMPANY  

April 6 SYLVANIA SCHOOL PROGRAM SYLVANIA, ALA LOCAL L.H. 

April 7 BUTTRAM MEMORIAL MUNFORD, ALA LOCAL L.H. 

April 14-15 BATTLE OF SELMA SELMA, ALA HGB/COMPANY  

May 6-7 McDOWELL 1864 McDOWELL, VA COMPANY 

May 26-27 BATTLE FOR TANNEHILL IRONWORKS TANNEHILL STATE PARK COMPANY 

September 7-9 BATTLE OF TUNNEL HILL TUNNEL HILL, GA COMPANY 

September 28-30 BATTLE OF MILL SPRINGS MILL SPRINGS,  KY HGB/COMPANY  

October. ? FORT HARKER LIVING HISTORY STEVENSON, ALA COMPANY 

November 3-4 BATTLE OF MISSIONARY RIDGE HENEGAR, ALA COMPANY 

November 9-11 BATTLE FOR THE ARMORY TALLASSEE, ALA HGB/COMPANY  

December ? JACKSONVILLE CHRISTMAS PARADE JACKSONVILLE, ALA COMPANY? 
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