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      On March 16-18, the 48th will be attending our first reenact-
ment of the year, the 145th Anniversary Battle of Shiloh. 
      This event is being hosted by  General Tom Doss and the 
Army of Tennessee/Armies of Tennessee.  Walk on registration of 
$15.00 person is allowed but be sure to check and see if your 
name is already listed at registration under the 48th Alabama. If 
so, you may be allowed to pay the $10.00 early registration. 
      Towards the end of this newsletter, you will find additional 
event information and directions to the event. We had planned to 
print the event’s uniform guidelines in The Fortykin but upon re-
viewing them, it was determined that their guidelines can hardly 
be called guidelines. Therefore, here is a brief list of appropriate 
items to take to the  Shiloh reenactment: 

 
COAT 
      -Frock Coat (Jean, cassimere, broadcloth, etc) 
      -Battle shirt 
      -Commutation coat 
      -Civilian frock or sack coat. 
The 48th’s mystery pattern shell jackets will suffice at this event 
even though they are a “depot style jacket” . They are generic 
enough to pass for a commutation jacket.  Do not wear a Colum-
bus Depot jacket to this event. 
 
TROUSERS 
      -Any civilian or military pattern. Jean, cotton jean, etc. 
 
SHOES 
      -Period constructed brogans. No modified work boots. 
 
ACCOUTREMENTS 
      Perhaps the only thing to mention here is to avoid CS oval belt 
plates. Many consider these not appropriate for a Shiloh impres-
sion despite the fact the Shiloh National Battlefield has one in it’s 
museum. Another thing to avoid would be late war Union bayonet 
scabbards.  Late war scabbards had 7 and 8 rivets whereas the 
early war variety had either no rivets or only two.  If you can, 
avoid Union canteens but don’ t sweat it if you can’ t 
 
      As you can see, these are very basic guidelines but they are 
much more that what the Shiloh event host had to offer. Please 
note that we will be CONFEDERATE all weekend at this 
event. 
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������ For those of you that will be unable to attend the Shiloh event, 
please consider the Cleburne Day celebration that is being held 
Saturday, March 17th. 
      This event has been organized by the City of Heflin (the 
county seat for Cleburne County) several years now and has al-
ways had involvement from reenactors and the S.C.V. Most activi-
ties are held near the courthouse and there is a parade that the re-
enactors march in. 
      48th member Larry Stephens runs the old Heflin Railroad De-
pot Museum and they will be having a blue grass concert at the 
museum starting at 6:00 p.m. on Friday night. The parade on Sat-
urday will take place sometime around 11:00 a.m. 
      If you think you would like to help out with this event, please 
contact Larry at Lstephen@highlands.edu  
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T he 20t h Year  of  . � � ��� � � �  � � � � ����

General Albert Sidney Johnston  
February 2, 1803 – April 6, 1862 
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~ March 23-25 ~ 
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      The Battle of Bridgeport  will be the weekend following Shi-
loh. Despite this, it is expected that many of our members will 
attend due to their proximity to the event. 
      Registration for Bridgeport is $10.00 at the event site and they 
usually cap the fee at $20.00 for families. If you come on Friday 
and help with their school day programs, they waive the registra-
tion fee. 
      The 48th has attended Bridgeport frequently over the past sev-
eral years and it usually has  a good turnout for us (20 or so rifles). 
There is always a dance on Saturday night and there are plenty of 
sutlers and food vendors on site. The event is located in Jackson 
County, Alabama, about 30 miles southwest of Chattanooga and is 
based on Confederates attempts to keep Union forces from con-
trolling the area. 
      Bridgeport is not “officially”  on the HGB schedule but many 
units from our battalion will be present and Col. Smith has re-
quested that the battalion always try to fight together when possi-
ble. We will be fighting Confederate all weekend at this event. 
      Please see the map in this issue for further directions to 
Bridgeport.�
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~ School Program ~ 

����
      On Fr iday, Apr il 6th, Lt. Gary Carlyle and others in the Sand 
Mountain area will be holding a living history at Sylvania High 
School in Sylvania, Alabama. Par ticipants need to arr ive at the 
school by 9:00 a.m. 
      This has been an annual event for several years and Gary has 
been instrumental in enlightening his students (he’s the principal!) 
with accurate information concerning the war. In the past, all par-
ticipants have been treated to an excellent home cooked meal, 
courtesy of the Home Economics class. 
      If you would to help out with this, please contact Gary Carlyle 
at 256-657-5565 or e-mail him at rebcarlyle@yahoo.com for addi-
tional details. 
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~ Living History ~ 

 
      On Saturday, Apr il 7th, 48th members in the Oxford/
Anniston area will be conducting a memorial service/living history 
in Munford, Alabama, in honor of Lt. A. J. Buttram.  The event is 
scheduled from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
      Lt. Buttram was killed April 23, 1865 while he and his 150 
home guard soldiers tried to impede Croxton’s raid through Ala-
bama.  He was buried where he fell, and a monument now stands 
nearby in his memory.  His actual grave is across the road from 
the monument and was lost to the ages until the Talladega camp of 
the S.C.V. researched and located the grave a few years ago. 
      At 12:00 noon there will be a rifle salute for Lt. Buttram with 
the Ladies Homemakers Club providing a home cooked meal af-
terwards.. 
       

DIRECTIONS:  
      From Oxford, take Hwy. 21 south to Munford (7-8 miles). As 
you enter Munford, there will be a Pickett’s Supermarket on the 
right. A small road will veer to the  right just past the store. Follow 
this road a short distance until you see the old high school. Con-
tinue on by the school, staying right, and you will come  to the 
monument. Total distance from the Hwy. 21 is about a mile, more 
or less. 
      If you need more info, especially if you need directions from 
any point north of Gadsden, please call Captain McWilliams at 
256-358-4093 or e-mail him at choochoo61@cs.com. 
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      If you are planning on attending the Battle of Selma reenact-
ment, please advise Caleb Benefield by Apr il 1st so he can send 
in our unit registration.  There is no registration fee but the hosts 
need to know how many soldiers and civilians we will be having. 
      If you have never been to Selma, it is a very good event for 
families and it is famous for the formal ball at Sturdivant Hall in 
the Selma historic district. The battlefield features well designed 
defensive fortifications typical of those that surrounded Selma in 
1865. 
      We will be Federal all weekend at this event but plan on 
bringing your best Confederate uniform (and white gloves) so you 
don’ t get caught as a Yankee at a Confederate ball. 
      For more information on the Battle of Selma, please visit their 

website at    www.battleofselma.com 
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     Their will be times this year when we will need a Pvt. to step 
up to Corp. We will need a Corp. to step up to Sgt. We will need a 
Sgt. to step up to Lt., and a Lt. to step up to Capt. These moves 
can be easy to do and learn at a COI, but we failed to have one this 
year. At the company meeting in January, a show of hands indi-
cated that enough were interested in this, but when Major Hancock 
later asked who could attend, only a few responded. I know this is 
a hobby. I know our plans change. But when the bottom drops out, 
WHAT WENT WRONG !!! As a new Capt. I needed this for 
many reasons. The 48th needed this to help make us a better unit. 
      Now, with that off my chest, it©s time for Shiloh. The weekend 
will be LONG. Battles on Friday evening, 2 on Saturday and the 
Sunday afternoon battle. I want to ask everyone to be careful on 
the trip, and for those who will be going up after a day©s work, stay 
awake, stop and walk around you car, if you are sleepy. I went to 
the Blockade runner this past weekend and was told that over 
10,000 were registered for this event. There are about 50 sutlers, 
so a good selection of products will be available. We will make 
plans for the unit to go over to the REAL battlefield, as some of 
ya©ll may have never seen it before. Bring plenty of rounds, the 
web site asked for each to bring about 250.  That seems to me to 
be more than enough. WE will need to clean our weapons after 
each battle, there will not be time to do this in the morning hours.  
      On Sunday morning, the HGB now has a Chaplain, so lets all 
try to attend church services. Carpool if you can, drive careful and 
I will see ya©ll at Shiloh. 
 
Capt. McWilliams.  
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(Continued on page 5) 

GENERAL EVENT INFO 
 
The registration for the 145th Battle of Shiloh will be either on site at the large activity tent near the entrance gate or  off site ¼ 
mile south of the entrance at Southside Elementary School. The use of the Elementary School is still pending at this point but we 
are hopeful to be able to use the school for this purpose. Please continue to check here for further updates.  
 
YOU WILL NOT BE ALLOWED ON THE BATTLE SITE WITHOUT FIRST GOING THROUGH REGISTRATION AND 
RECEIVING A "SHILOH PIN" UPON COMPLETION OF REGISTRATION.  
 
There will be individuals posted at the entrance of the Battle site to verify that registration has occurred prior to your arrival at the 
site. Registration will issue this proof to each registering person to carry with them to the Battle site. Once verification is com-
plete you will be directed to your respective camps by the individual present.  
 
Campsites will be pre-determined according to your unit affiliation specified in your pre-registration packet sent in before the 
Battle. It is imperative that all units wishing to attend this event should pre-register with the event host prior to arriving at the 
event. Pre-registration will allow better planning of camp areas and minimize the time it takes to properly locate you on arrival.  
 
Camp locations have been determined and will be revealed upon registration. Military camps are in primitive locations. None of 
the camps will be in field areas so it may be necessary to clear small underbrush and such from your camp areas. Please plan ac-
cordingly and bring proper implements to accomplish setting up your camp areas. Company street layouts will be adhered to for 
all units to ensure organized layout of camps and maximum usage of space.  
 
All units will be asked to provide pickets for duty at this event. 24 hour pickets will be utilized the entire weekend.  
 
Military camp life will reflect a period weekend to the best of our ability. Military camps will be separated from Family/Garrison 
camps by about ¼ mile with modern being a little farther away and out of sight.  
 
INFANTRY/CAVALRY  
 
All independent units assigned to a Brigade upon arrival will be directed to the appropriate Brigade headquarters for further instruction 
on event activities.  
 
 

Schedule of Events (Tenative) 
 
Vehicles Allowed in Camps from Wednesday to 8:30 Saturday morning to offload gear.  
 
FRIDAY 
7:00 A.M. -    Registration Opens 
9:00 A.M. -    Officer’s Call at the Activities Tent.  
4:00 P.M. -     Form up for Dusk Tactical “HELLS HOLLOW”.  First Division Confederates form up for weapons  inspection and 
                        be prepared to engage in the ON SITE night tactical by 5:00 P.M.. Second Division Confederates will do a forced   
                        march under the command of Brig. Gen. Jack King.  They will bivouac OFF-SITE and will engage in an OFF-        
                        SITE NIGHTTACTICAL.  First Federal Division will be asked to divide forces to engage in a simultaneous ON     
                        SITE and OFF SITE tactical. First Federal Division will be under the command of Brig. Gen. Mark  Dolive. 
 
 
 



 
Saturday 
4:30 A.M. -    Troop Formation/Weapons Inspection prior to dawn battle. 
5:30 A.M. -    Dawn Battle - Non Spectator Tactical “ Rhea Spr ings and Shiloh Church” . 
8:30 A.M.-     CAMPS CLOSED TO ALL VEHICLES-NO EXCEPTIONS. VIOLATERS WILL BE TOWED.   
9:00 A.M. -    Camps open to the Public.  ABSOLUTELY NO MODERN AMENITIES WILL BE VIEWED BY THE PUBLIC  
                        IN MILITARY CAMPS!! This will be enforced by the Provost Marshal and/or his Deputies. 
9:30 A.M. -    First Division Confederate (Selected Brigades only). formed for pass-in-review in a memorial service for Brig. 
                        Gen. Patrick Cleburne. 
10:00 A.M. -   Company and Battalion Drill. 
10:00 A.M. -   Ladies Tea in the Activities Tent. 
12:00 P.M. -   Lunch/Rest. 
1:00 P.M. -     Weapons and Troop inspections. 
2:00 P.M. -     BATTLE OF SUNKEN ROAD (HORNETS NEST) 
6:00 P.M. -     Camps Closed to Public. 
6:30 P.M. -     Artillery Night Fire Demonstration. 
7:00 P.M. -     Period Ball at Activities Tent. 
10:00 P.M. -   Taps/Tattoo 
 
 
Sunday 
7:00 A.M. -    Reveille 
9:00 A.M. -    Officer’s Call at Activities Tent. 
10:00 A.M. -   Church Services at Activities Tent. 
12:00 P.M. -   Lunch/Rest 
1:00 P.M. -     Weapons and Troop Inspections. 
2:00 P.M. -     BATTLE-GRANT’S COUNTER-ATTACK 
5:00 P.M. -     Camps Closed to Public. 
 
Site is open to Reenactors on Thursday and will remain open until Monday at 12:00 P.M. If you have any questions please con-
tact Maj. Gen. Tom Doss or Maj. Gen. Joe Way 
 
 

BATTLE SCENARIOS 
 
Fr iday Night " Hells Hollow"  tactical. This event will take place as noted on the schedule of events on Friday night for those 
who wish to participate (optional). The terrain coupled with darkness may not allow for the use of "Mounted" Cavalry but those 
Cavalry units wishing to participate may participate with their respective Infantry Brigade as "Dismounted" units where appropri-
ate.  
 
Dawn Battle " Shiloh Church"   Saturday Morning at daybreak. This will be the precurser to the Saturday afternoon battle. As 
each of the battle©s end it will set up the start of the following battle (End of Saturday©s dawn battle will be the starting point of 
Saturday afternoon©s battle, and the end of Saturday afternoon©s battle will be the starting point for Sunday afternoon©s battle.)  
 
Weapons Inspections will be performed before this dawn battle as with every battle over the weekend and will present a special 
problem for the inspecting officer. Due to the fact that weapons inspections will be performed before dawn the inspecting officer 
needs to make arrangements for lighting. Period lighting (possibly a candle lantern) would be the preferred method. Safety is 
paramount at this event and we want to ensure all measures are taken to have a safe, incident free event.  
 
Saturday afternoon main battle. Hornet©s Nest. Federals will occupy camps and Confederate forces will engage. Battle will 
commence with Hardee©s Corp, 1st Division engaging the Federal forces at the Hornet©s Nest. Several failed attempts to take the 
Hornet©s Nest will occur followed by around a fifteen minute bombardment by Ruggle©s Battery. Hardee©s Corp, 1st and 2nd Di-
visions will then attack the Hornet©s Nest and drive the Federals out.  
 
Hardee©s Corp, 2nd Division will come in and form their line of battle from their off-site bivouac. This will enhance/enable Har-
dee©s Corp to mass it©s infantry with both Divisions in hopes of pushing the Federal forces from within the Hornets Nest back to 
their stronghold at Pittsburg Landing.  
 
Sunday afternoon battle. Grant©s counterattack.  This battle will include the entire Hardee©s Corp featuring . Gen. Grant©s 
army will be reorganized during the night allowing him to mass his forces after receiving fresh troops. Gen. Grant, at that point, 
will attempt to push Hardee©s Corp in the direction of Corinth, Mississippi.  
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      Bridgeport is located on U.S. 
Hwy. 72 in Jackson County and the 
event site is very close to town (look 
for the signs).  
 
      There are two choices for travel-
ing to Bridgeport: Scenic or interstate. 
The scenic route is to leave I-59 at the 
Valleyhead / Henagar and take Hwy. 
117 North until you come to Hwy. 72. 
The alternate is to take I-59 to I-24 
West, and then take the Hwy. 72 / 
South Pittsburg exit. Both take about 
the same amount of time, but the sce-
nic route is shorter. 
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 For... 

FURLOGHS 
EXTRA RATIONS 

RECRUITING BOUNTYS 
Please contact: 

 
Major Terry Hancock 

P.O. Box 95 
Section, AL  35771 

Phone: 256-228-3202 
E-Mail: hancockt2@jackson.k12.al.us 

For... 
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 

Please contact: 
 

Private Bill McCormick 
332 County Road 24 
Heflin, AL  36264 

Home Phone:  256-253-2018 
E-mail:  fortykin@ragland.net 

For... 
MEMBERSHIP DUES 

ADDRESS CORRECTIONS 
Please contact: 

 
Corporal Caleb Benefield 

1702 Smith Gap Road 
Fort Payne, AL 35967 

256-845-5975 
calebbenefield2000@yahoo.com 
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Newsletter of the 48th Alabama Infantry Reenactors 

332 County Road 24 
Heflin, AL  36264 

DATE EVENT LOCATION PRIORITY 

February 24-25 48th CAMP OF INSTRUCTION  COMPANY 

March 16-18 145th BATTLE OF SHILOH SHILOH, TENN HGB/COMPANY  

April 6 SYLVANIA SCHOOL PROGRAM SYLVANIA, ALA LOCAL L.H. 

April 7 BUTTRAM MEMORIAL MUNFORD, ALA LOCAL L.H. 

April 14-15 BATTLE OF SELMA SELMA, ALA HGB/COMPANY  

May 26-27 BATTLE FOR TANNEHILL IRONWORKS TANNEHILL STATE PARK COMPANY 

September 7-9 BATTLE OF TUNNEL HILL TUNNEL HILL, GA COMPANY 

September 28-30 BATTLE OF MILL SPRINGS MILL SPRINGS,  KY HGB/COMPANY  

October. 13-14? FORT HARKER LIVING HISTORY STEVENSON, ALA COMPANY 

November 3-4 BATTLE OF MISSIONARY RIDGE HENEGAR, ALA COMPANY 

November 9-11 BATTLE FOR THE ARMORY TALLASSEE, ALA HGB/COMPANY  

December ? JACKSONVILLE CHRISTMAS PARADE JACKSONVILLE, ALA COMPANY? 
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